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Dorney Lake.
Dorney Lake is a 2,200m eight-lane 
rowing course, with a separate lane 
alongside it that competitors use to 
warm up and return to the start of the 
course. It has been chosen as one of 
the venues to host the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.

It is already a world-class facility: 
Dorney Lake hosted the 2006 FISA 
World Rowing Championships, 

with high praise from competitors 
and spectators. However, minor 
enhancements are needed to bring 
it up to the required standards for 
hosting events during the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. Planning applications for 
these enhancements will be submitted 
later this summer.

Over 18 days during the Games, 
Dorney Lake will host Olympic 

Canoe/Kayak (Flatwater), Rowing  
and Paralympic Rowing events. It 
will have capacity for 20,000 seated 
spectators and a further 10,000 
along the bank. 

Further planning applications relating 
to the temporary facilities required  
to host the Games will be submitted 
in 2010.

Enhancements.

Finish Line Bridge. 
The entrance to the return lane next to the 
finish line needs to be widened. This means 
the existing finish line bridge needs to be 
replaced with one of a greater span. The 
new two-lane bridge will be built along 
the same orientation and be of similar 
architectural design as the existing bridge. 
It will be retained after the Games.

Bridge over the 1,400m cut-through. 
A new cut-through (a short stretch of water 
linking the main course with the return 
lane) is being constructed at the 1,400m 
point. This is required for competitors to 
reach the start of the Canoe/Kayak and 
Paralympic Rowing courses. A new bridge 
over this cut-through will be built to the 
same specification and design as the 
existing 600m cut-through bridge and  
start line bridge. 

The Droveway.  
The Droveway – a gravel access track 
running along the south side of the lake –  
is being upgraded so it can be used by 
construction and accredited Games-time 
vehicles. This will separate construction 
vehicles from other traffic using the venue 
during the construction period.






